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Six o’Clock Feeding 


Mr. and Mrs. Robin feed their babies in a rare family picture 
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Letters From Readers 


Congratulations also on the S. S. 
Times 100th anniversary. It is an old 
friend of mine, for I learned my ABC’s 
from-its headlines, 75. years ago in my 
grandparents’ farm home in Pennsyl- 
vania. I will be 80 years young this 
spring, the Lord willing—Miss M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 





THE SunDAY ScHooL TrMeEs is the one 
that helps more than any other pub- 
lication I get. I have been getting this 
through the courtesy of a friend for 
nearly twenty years.—The Rev. James 
G. Stroud, Mathews Methodist Church, 
Greenwood, S. C. 
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The Third Christian Fellowship 
Tour to Hawaii 


NDER the sponsorship of THE SuN- 

DAY ScHOOL TIMES, in co-operation 
with the Northern Pacific Railway, a 
tour to the Hawaiian Islands will be 
made available again this fall. It is 
planned for the delightful trade wind 
season in the Pacific, leaving Chicago 
Monday,. October 19. 

Autumn’ is wonderful in Hawaii. 
Summer clothing .in the daytime and 
only an additional jacket in the evening 
are quite comfortable. 

Most of the time on the Islands will 
be spent on the main island of Oahu, 
and the party will stay part of the time 
at the famous Moana Hotel, which oc- 
cupies the best area on Waikiki Beach, 
and then at the Royal Hawaiian, close 









To Loyal Readers of the Times 


od yew SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES means and has meant much 
to me through the forty or fifty years that I have been a sub- 




















scriber and it is to me a privilege not only to be a subscriber but a 
Club Secretary. My usual routine is to read the Times Sunday after- 
noon, beginning at the first page and on through the adult lesson treat- 
ment for the next Sunday, also using the Family Worship column.’’ 
, This is the opening paragraph of a recent letter from a Virginia Club 
Secretary. It is quite typical of letters received continually in the 
Editorial correspondence. A Club Secretary is one who secures sub- 
scriptions for the Times in groups of five or more, which enables 
subscribers to get the Times at $3 a year instead of $4 in the U.S.A. 
One free subscription is given for every ten paid. Another Club Sec- 
retary recently sent in twenty-six subscriptions at the same time. 

Like many other religious and secular publications in these days, 
THE SuNDAy ScHoou TiMEs is not finding it easy to maintain its wide- 
spread ministry. Yet the correspondence shows that not only in the 
United States and Canada but in other countries as well there are 
thousands of readers who value the Times highly and who feel that 
they would not want to be.without it. If each of you who find THE 
Sunpay SeHoou TiMEs to be a valuable teaching help and an inspira- 
tion in your own personal Christian life would get just one new sub- 
seriber apiece, what a blessing that would bring into the lives of many 
new friends and what a tremendous lift that would give to the subscrip- 
tion list! Thus’ you loyal subscribers would render a double service, 
both to your friends and to the Times. 

Of course, if you should obtain more than one new subscription, 
that would be most welcome! Some of you may even want to form 
new clubs of five or ten or more. Should you wish to send gift sub- 


scriptions, the Subscription Department will be glad to send an attrac- 
tive card stating that the Timzs is sent as a gift. 
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One copy, or any number of copies less than five, $4 each, per year; 
Canada, $4.25 each; foreign, $5.50 each. ; 

One copy, five years, U.S.A., $15; Canada, $16.25; foreign, $22.50. 


Five or more copies, either to separate addresses or in a package 
to a address, $3 each, per year; Canada, $3.25 each; foreign, $4.50 
each. 
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by, considered by many to be one of 
the world’s finest resort hotels. 

Sight-seeing trips are arranged to all 
the places of interest, including a flight 
to, and overnight stop on, the islands 
of Hawaii and Kauai, stopping at the 
picturesque Kena Palms Hotel and Coco 
Palm Lodge, respectively. 

The trip from Chicago westward will 
be a grand experience, as the travelers 
will be on the fine Vista-Dome North 
Coast Limited. En route through the 
Montana and Idaho Rockies, the party 
will have farm and ranch activities in 
view, with cattle, sheep, and horses 
grazing in the meadows. Wide, swift 
rivers, trees in autumn colzurs, and 
evergreen forests, contrasting with the 
snowy slopes and summits of the moun- 
tains, will be unforgettable sights on 
the tour through the great Northwest. 

After a day in Seattle, where a fine 
sight-seeing tour will show much of 
that thriving city, the party will leave 
for an overnight flight to Honolulu via 
the Northwest Airlines. 

(Continued on page 323) 
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Lesson 6.—Nathan and David. 
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The Bread of Life 


' By Eben M. Cary 
“I am the bread of life’ (John 6:35), 


HRIST is “the bread of life.” Oh, 
friend, 
Why wilt thou daily live ; 
In hunger for that heavenly food 
Which He delights to give? 
Receive the precious Lord of life, i 
The perfect “living bread,” 
And then, throughout thy pilgrimage, 
Thou shalt be richly fed. 


we 
El Shaddai—Thy Defense 


Troubled hearts may find rest in a 
more complete knowledge of the char- 
acter of God. He is a righteous, just, 
and holy Judge; at the same time, for 
His own He has the Father’s heart. 
Though Eliphaz criticized Job unfairly, 
yet he gave him good advice when he 
Said: “Acquaint now thyself with him, 
and be at peace: thereby good shall 
come unto thee. Receive, I pray thee, 
the law from his mouth, and lay up 
his words in thy heart. If thou return 
to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, 
if thou put away unrighteousness far 
from thy tents. And lay thou thy 
treasure in the dust, and the gold of 
Ophir among the stones of the brooks; 
and the Almighty. will be thy treasure, 
and precious silver unto thee. For then 
Shalt thou delight thyself in’ ‘the Al- 
mighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto 
God” (Job 22:21-26, A.S.V.). Matthew 
Henry says that some translate the 
first phrase, “Acquiesce in God,” that 
ls, submit meekly and patiently to His 
dealings with you. It is akin to the 
command in Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and 





know that I am God,” which the A.S.V. 


margin translates “Let be...” It is as 
though Eliphaz were saying to Job, 
“You do know God, but you need to 
know Him better, and then your peace 
will be greater.” At the end of his 
long time of testing, Job confessed, “I 
have heard of thee by the hearing of 
the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. 
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes” (42:5, 6), showing 
that he did come to a more complete 
knowledge of God. The name “Al- 
mighty” comes from the Hebrew El 
Shaddai, which is full of comfort when 
we understand its meaning. It was the 
name God used when He made His 
covenant with Abraham (Gen. 17:1). 
Here Dr. Scofield declares: “The quali- 
fying word Shaddai is formed from 
the Hebrew word ‘shad,’ the breast, in- 
variably used in Scripture for a 
woman’s breast... . Shaddai therefore 
means primarily ‘the breasted.’ God is 
‘Shaddai,’ because He is the Nourisher, 
the Strength-giver, and so, in a second- 
ary sense, the Satisfier, who pours Him- 
self into believing lives. As a fretful, 
unsatisfied babe is not only strength- 
ened and nourished from the mother’s 


x 


breast, but also is quieted, rested, sat- 
isfied, so El Shaddai is that name of 
God which sets Him forth as: the 
Strength-giver and Satisfier of His peo- 
ple . . . ‘All-sufficient’ would far better 
express both the Hebrew meaning and 
the characteristic use of the name in 
Scripture.” So Job is invited to return 
wholeheartedly to the God of all com- 
fert, the One who can supply all his 
needs and shelter him. Other exposi- 

tors bear out the A.S.V. translation of 
verses 24 and 25, in which Job was 
told to lay his treasure in the dust, 
containing the thought that if he were 

willing to look upon earthly treasures. 
as dust, then “the Almighty will be 

thy treasure, and precious silver unto 

thee.” The word “treasure” is trans- 

lated “defence” in the King James Ver- 

sion. The thought is that as we be- 

come better acquainted with Him, the 

Almighty, El Shaddai, becomes our de- 

fense and our treasure. Then we shall 

have our delight in the Almighty and 

lift up our face—from our difficulties 

and trials—unto God. As we take 

refuge in the Almighty, we shall be 

like John who at the Passover supper 

leaned on Jesus’ bosom (“Now there 

was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of 

his disciples, whom Jesus loved”—John 

13:23). And as Job was urged to lift 

up his face unto God, so we are ex- 

horted to be “looking unto Jesus the 

author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 

12:2). Then we can say with the psalm- - 
ist, “God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble” (Psa. 

46:1). 
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The Significance of Modern Art 


By Margaret A. Graham 


ODERNITY has invaded every 
M area of thought with the possible 
exception of’ some fields of sci- 
ence. By modernity is meant the 
abandonment of restrictive authority. 
Kant in his “Critique of Pure Reason” 
introduced transcendentalism and sub- 
jected subsequent philosophy to modern 
thought forms. Theology was quick to 
follow. But it was left to the arts to 
exhibit modernity dramatically. 
The traditional meaning of art im- 
plied skill and ability, practice and in- 
tention. Modern art in the extreme 


does not require talent, craftsmanship, , 


or conscious intention. In a university 
course, ‘one lesson in art was to spill 
blobs of paint on paper. The instruc- 
tor said that no thought should be given 
to the choice of color or the arrange- 
ment. The impression given by the 


combination of colors was not to.be in- 





tentional. There were no rules to con- 
form to, yet the results were pro- 
nounced to be art. 

Another lesson asked the student to 
choose at random any items—horse, car- 
rot, telephone, fish—anything that might 
come to mind. Throwing these items 
together, the student was not to observe 
reality in line, color, or form. Solids 
were to be transparent. The wild con- 
fusion was not to teach or tell, but to be 
self-expression. Only a madman could 
have such a nightmare, but this was to 
be the expression of reality. 

Such modern art could not reasonably 
say anything, and yet it speaks volumes. 
It is screaming, “There is no rhyme or 
reason to anything in life.” If anything 
is real it is sensual. Civilization should 
be swept away and we should be primi- 
tive children of the forest! 

There are slightly varying ‘expressions 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Hold up my goings in thy 
paths, that my footsteps slip not” 
(Psa. 17:5). 




















of this concept. Delvoux. for example, 
makes conventional settings and places 
unconventional figures in the setting. 
The interior of a modern dwelling may 
be the normal background, but a Greek 
in Roman toga may be the dominant 
figure. By this he is saying: “Why be 
conventional? . Why should it not be 
this way?” He is expressing.an un- 
relatedness. 

This anarchy in‘the static arts (archi- 
tecture, sculpture, painting with their 
subdivisions) is equally apparent in the 
dynamic arts such as music, poetry, and 
the drama. In these more abstract arts, 
the chaos seems most jarring. 

During the Stalinistic control of Hun- 
gary, a young university student was 
arrested and subjected to the “magic” 
chamber. This room was designed to 
break the will of the occupant. The 
walls were painted with grotesque de- 
signs and in livid colors. To the young 
student, the walls were no different 
from modernistic paintings. A couch in 
the room was tilted so that the occu- 
pant rested at an angle. Revolving light 
gave the sensation of constant motion. 
Periodic movies were shown. .A nor- 
mal landscape portrayed on the film 
would gradually change into other form, 
sometimes part human. A member of 
the body such as the thumb would be 
enlarged to cover the screen. Eventu- 
ally this treatment broke down all re- 
sistance on the part of the prisoner. 
When taken from the chamber, a pris- 
oner would desire to return to it for it 
had become the only reality he knew. 
That reality was madness! 

Insanity is a loss of mental bearings; 
to be insane is to lose all sense of gov- 
erning law and restraint. Is this not 
what modern art expresses? Is not this 
a part of the “mystery of iniquity” or 
lawlessness that. is at work? Is it not 
part of the “strong delusion” that Paul 
spoke of, “that they should believe a 
lie”? (2 Thess. 2:11.) 

Plato in describing his “ideal state” 
said: “We do not want a nation of 
prize-fighters and weight-lifters. Per- 
haps music will solve our problem: 
through music the soul learns harmony 
and rhythm, and even a disposition to 
justice; for ‘can he who is harmoniously 
constituted ever be unjust? Is not this, 
Glaucon, why musical training is so 
powerful because rhythm and harmony 
find their way into the secret places of 
the soul, bearing grace in their move- 
ments and making‘ the soul graceful?’ 
Music moulds character, and therefore 
shares in determining social and politi- 
cal issues. ‘Damon tells me—and I can 
quite believe it—that when modes of 
music change, the fundamental laws of 
the state change with them.’ ” 

No wonder then that Daniel O’Con- 
nell said, “Let me write the songs of a 
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nation, and I care not who makes its 
laws.” 

Rock ’n roll, progressive jazz, and 
other modern music are alarming symp- 
toms of a decadent moral attitude. But 
as well as being symptomatic, they pro- 
duce an effect. They teach that chaos 
is reality and the ‘hypnotic contagion is 
diabolical. Only man cut loose from 
any concept of God could conceive or 
practice such abandon. 

True art is not photographic repro- 
duction; it is interpretation of that 
which is real. The interpretation en- 
riches, and every artist turns the gem of 
truth' in his own way to reveal the 
facets he sees. Rembrandt in his paint- 
ing, “The Erection of the Cross,” paints 
himself, a man in Dutch dress, raising 
the cross of Christ. Thus he teaches 
that it is he who caused the Saviour’ to 
suffer for sin. 

This is not intended as a plea for 
artists to return to the classical style of 
painting. But this is a plea for the ex- 
pression of authoritative truth through 
art media. God is not the “author 
of confusion,” therefore Christian art 
should reflect an orderliness which 
comes from systematic truth. 

It is a plea to curb the influence of 
chaotic expression upon young people. 
To accept and endorse the anarchy of 
modern arts is to deny the rightness of 
certainty. The Christian world needs to 
raise a voice against the devastating de- 
moralization by such art. 

But there is a pleasant note in the 
rapidity of the decline. Why did other 
generations not succumb to the sav- 
agery of chaos? There can be only one 
answer: the restraining influence of the 
Holy Spirit. In His grace God held man 
back. Apparently God is now letting 
man go his natural way and sink to his 
lowest level. It is assuredly a sign that 
He is drawing all things to a close and 
that the consummation is near. Chris- 
tian man has only a short time to ful- 
fill his commission. Comparatively, he 
has but moments to wait for the “shout 
of the archangel” and the “trump of 
God.” 
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Notes on Open Letters 


When the Siloam Tower Fell 


I have wanted for some time to 
write and ask your views about the 
first five verses of the thirteenth 
chapter of Luke. Just what did 
Christ mean? I take it to mean that 
we are all subject to chance of acci- 
dental death and that like the per- 
sons he refers to we are eternally 
lost unless we have accepted Him. 
IT have had it explained differently 
by a minister whom I respect highly. 

_ —A Connecticut reader. 


The reader has correctly summarized 
the two principal lessons of this pas- 
sage: that we are all—good and bad 
alike—subject to sudden death, and that 
unless we repent and believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ we cannot be saved. 
In these five verses some told the Lord 
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Jesus “of the Galileans, whose blood 
Pilate had. mingled with their sacri- 
fices”; and He replied by, reminding 
them of the eighteen people killed when 
the Tower of Siloam fell. wice He 
said, “Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish.” In neither case was 
it fair to assume that the people were 
wicked. 

Matthew Henry twice quotes Dr, 
“Lightfoot in expounding this passage. 
Concerning the Galileans: “Dr. Light- 
foot thinks it probable that they 
were themselves killing their sacrifices 
(which was allowed, for the priest’s 
work, they said, began with the sprin- 
kling of the blood), and that Pilate’s 
officers came upon them by surprise, 
just at the time when they were off 
their guard .. . and mingled the blood 
of the sacrificers with the blood of the 
sacrifices, as if it had been equally ac- 
ceptable to God.” Henry further com- 
ments, “Christ was now going up to 
Jerusalem, to be delivered into the 
hands of Pilate, and to have his blood, 
not mingled with his sacrifice, but itself 
made a sacrifice.” 

On the fall of the Tower of Siloam: 
“Dr. Lightfoot’s conjecture is that this 
tower adjoined to the pool of Siloam, 
which was the same with the pool of 
Bethesda, and that it belonged to those 
porches which were by the pool, in 
which the impotent folks lay, ‘that 
waited for the stirring of the ‘water 
(John 5:3), and that they who were 
killed were some of them, or some of 
those who in this pool used to purify 
themselves for the temple-service, for 
it was near the temple.” 

Matthew Henry finds these lessons, 
among others, in these two tragedies: 
“Whether it make for us or against us, 
we must abide by this rule, that we can- 
not judge of men’s sins by their suffer- 
ings in this world; for many are thrown 
into the furnace as gold to be purified, 
not as dross and chaff to be consumed. 
We must therefore not be harsh in our 
censurres of those that are afflicted more 
than their neighbours, as Job’s friends 
were in their censures of him, lest we 
add sorrow to the sorrowful; nay, lest 


we condemn the generation of the right- 


eous (Psa. 73:14). If we will be judging, 
we have enough to do to judge our- 
selves; nor indeed can we know love or 
hatred by all that is before us, because 
all things come alike to all (Eccles. 
9:1, 2). And-we might as justly con- 
clude that the oppressors, and Pilate 
among the rest, on whose side are 
power and success, are the greatest 
saints, as that the oppressed, and those 
Galileans among the rest, who are all 
in tears and have’ no comforter, no, not 
the priests and Levites that attended 
the altar, are the greatest sinners. Let 
us, in our censures of others, do as we 
would be done by; for as we do we 
shall. be done by: Judge not, that ye be 
not judged (Matt. 7:1).” 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Figsson for May 10 





What should be the Christian’s 
attitude toward it? 


recently in the matter of capital 

punishment with the referendum 
about to be presented to voters of 
Oregon seeking to abolish the statute 
that allows the execution of a person 
judged guilty of ‘first-degree murder. 
The drive to do away with the death 
penalty has gathered popular emotional 
support, and purports to be based upon 
fact. Two main reasons are generally 
adduced to support their position: (1) 
That the death penalty is in fact not a 
deterrent to murder; (2) The moral 
argument that innocent men may be 
executed in error. 

Great effort has been given to prove 
that capital punishment is not a de- 
terrent to murder. Very little has 
been written, on the other. hand, seek- 
ing to prove that it is a deterrent. In 
some cases statistics have been pro- 
duced which seem to indicate that ac- 
tually the absence of the death penalty 
is a deterrent to murder. The fair in- 
vestigator, however, will have to come 
to the conclusion that because of the 
very nature of the case deterrence can- 
not be proved either way. Several 
factors enter in that make comparisons 
between states that have or do not 
have this provision in their laws un- 
fair., These include: (1) variations in 
economic status in various states; (2) 
variations in enforcement due to color 
or other sociological considerations; (3) 
the fact that there is no way of evalu- 
ating the strictness of the enforcement 
of the laws in the various states; (4) 
other factors, such as national origin ° 
which cannot be evaluated. 


(5 rece interest has been aroused 


Penalties Are Crime Deterrents 


Those seeking to abolish capital pun- 
ishment then generally reason that, 
since the law cannot be proved to be a 
deterrent, it is then in fact not a de- 
terrent. The argument then leaps to 
the position that penalty is never a 
deterrent to crime, and rather that the 
certainty of a penalty is the deterrent. 
This argument is being used all along 
the line to reduce the sentences of con- 
victed criminals, to the despair of law- 
enforcement officials. 

Adequate penalties properly enforced 
are a deterrent to crime. Allowing 
that, because of the factors involved, 
capital punishment cannot be proved 
to be a deterrent to murder, we pro- 
ceed to the allied proposition: that 
penalty is not a deterrent to crime. 

The mind of the criminal must work 
Somewhat in the same manner in con- 
sidering the penalty for murder and the 
penalties for other crimes. Thus if 
stiff penalties properly enforced are 
effective in one area of criminal ac- 
tivity, they should be effective in the 
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Mr. Lundy is pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Bend, Oregon. In 
sending his article to the Times he 
wrote: “Recently in our state and in 
others according to our national 
magazines great interest has been 
aroused concerning the issue of capi- 
tal punishment. In preparing a lec- 
ture on this subject to be delivered 
at a local service club I discovered 
two things: (1) that it is almost im- 
possible to locate anything on the 
subject other than a brief article by 
the late Dr. W. Coltman, and Dr. 
H. H. Savage; (2) that in our state 
at least, I know of only one other 
man in this controversy, a lawyer, 
who has had the courage to stand — 
up in public debate on this issue. 
TV ‘programs on this have made 
great to-do of this fact, and the aim 
has been to give the impression that 
no one of any consequence or in- 
telligence or feeling is opposed to 
abolishing this law. I do feel that 
someone from our evangelical fold 
ought to come out in print on this 
issue at this time.” 








area of murder as well. Current in- 
terest in the narcotics traffic and the 
debate on the subject is a point of 
proper interest, since law-enforcement 
officials have in recent weeks been 


urging stronger penalties, including 
death by the electric chair, for con- 
firmed “pushers” of dope. It is no 


secret that many murders are com- 
mitted by those in the drug traffic and 
those who are addicted. A brief study 
will show that strong penalties properly 
enforced are a deterrent to crime. 

1. The revival of the narcotics traf- 
fic from the irreducible minimum of 
World War II shows this. Dr. Harry 
J. Anslinger and William F. Tompkins 
in their book “The Traffic in Narcotics” 
state on page 167: “The narcotic traf- 
fic had an incentive for revival in an 
atmosphere where the courts had 
veered from a course of dealing vig- 
orously and rigorously with these rack- 
eteers to a practice where relatively 
short sentences and general leniency 
were the rule. . . . This atmosphere 
was simply an open invitation to pro- 
fessional racketeers. To it attaches 
some of the responsibility for the re- 
vival of the traffic and for the inability 
of the Bureau of Narcotics to deal sum- 
marily with it when it reappeared.” 

2. The action of Congress substanti- 
ated this feeling. “When hearings pro- 
duced substantial evidence that stiffer 
sentences reduce both drug traffic and 
addiction, and that sentences had been 
getting progressively lighter to the 
point where they’ were no deterrent, 
Congress passed the Boggs Act which 


Capital Punishment 


By RONALD M. LUNDY 


was approved by the President on No- 
vember 2, 1951. Until passage of the 
law, the maximum sentence was ten 
years, but the average sentence served 
was a year and a half; no distinction 
was made between first and subsequent 
offenses. The Boggs Act makes man- 
datory minimum sentences of two, five, 
and ten years in Federal convictions 
for drug trafficking, with no parole, 
probation, or suspended sentences for 
second or third offenses. This action 
of Congress in providing more ade- 
quate Federal penalty legislation and 
in restoring the enforcement personnel 
quota of the Bureau of Narcotics to 
prewar strength was of great help in 
halting the increase in drug addiction. 
ogee 

3. The comparison of the narcotics 
problem in areas with differing laws 
proves that adequate penalties are a 
deterrent. Consider the case of the 
District of Columbia as compared with 
the neighboring State of Virginia. “We 
have a bad addiction problem in Wash- 
ington, D. C. If you go across the 
bridge into Alexandria or Arlington 
you don’t find addiction. Virginia has 
a very stiff penalty law. Once in 
a while we have a few cases in Norfolk 
or Richmond.”2 This is again the con- 
clusion of the Commissioner on Nar- 
cotics, Harry J. Anslinger. 


Necessary Foundations ae) 


4. Men who face the problem daily 
conclude that stiff penalties properly 
enforced are a deterrent. When the 
Washington Society of the Control of 
the Narcotic Addict and Contemporary 
Problems met on December 17, 1952, the 
following conclusion emerged: “I have 
presumed from what the Commissioner 
has said here that effective means so 
far add up to heavy penalties which 
are successfully _and conscientiously 
carried out upon apprehension of these 
people,” stated Dr. Herbst. Answered 
Harry J. Anslinger, “Stiff penalty legis- 
lation has done a lot of good in many 
states—stiff penalties for peddlers.”3 
“Strong laws, good enforcement, stiff 
sentences, and a program of hospitali- 
zation are the necessary foundations 
upon which any successful program 
must be predicated.” “An aroused 
citizenry has become thoroughly disil- 
lusioned and discouraged by incidents 
which indicate a tendency on the part 
of some officials to compromise on 
crime, particularly regarding the mur- 
derous drug peddler for whom they 
feel right in demanding penalties that 
are swift, sure, and stringent—a de- 
mand on the part of the public for 
mandatory laws.” 4 Our conclusion then 
is that stiff penalties properly enforced 
are a deterrent to crime. There is no 
evidence to support the contention that 
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they are not, nor reason to believe that 
this should not be true in the case of 
murder as well. 

Next, it is argued that innocent men 
have been and will be executed, there- 
fore it is morally wrong to execute any- 
one for first-degree murder because of 
the possibility of executing the inno- 
cent. We must admit that such an error 
is possible, just as it is possible that a 
pardoned killer will commit the same 
type of crime again. But we would 
hasten to add that such miscarriages 
of justice are extremely rare. In the 
great quantity of literature that is be- 
ing produced on this issue at this time 
only one such case is actually presented. 
A lengthy article by Fred J. Cook in 
The Nation, March 10, 1956, gives this 
one case. A man named Timothy 
Evans was executed in England in 1950 
for allegedly murdering his wife and 
child, only to have it proved later that 
his chief witness against him was guilty 
of this and other murders. Such an 
error is regrettable, but it is interesting 
to ‘note that no other cases are cited, 
though use is made of a volume called 
“Conviction of the Innocent.” The 
writer summarizes his case by saying 
in defense of the weakness of his pres- 
entation, “Lest an impression be given 
that this is an isolated case, such in- 
justices occur much more frequently 
than we like to acknowledge.”5 How- 
ever, he does not cite one single ad- 
ditional case where an innocent man 
has been proved to have been executed. 
If there are other cases and this one 
is not ‘isolated, why are others, es- 
pecially’ any occurring in the United 
States, not cited? 

Another argument frequently given on 
the moral side is that, according to 
statistics, murderers do not repeat their 
crime following a prison sentence. Sta- 
tistics from the State of Oregon would 
seem to confirm this for first-degree 
murderers; but would it not be pre- 
sumptuous to assume that such would 
always be true? In October, 1958, 
Thomas E. Purvis was found guilty— 
for the second time in his life—of kill- 
ing a woman he loved. Wilson pumped 
seven shots into the woman’s back at 
her home, then went to.a nearby tavern, 
threw the gun on the bar, and asked 
for a beer. At the time he was on pro- 
bation after being released from San 
Quentin prison where he had served 
four years for killing his wife in 1950.6 
Surely the question is in order, Was 
the four-year sentence for what must 
have been second-degree murder a de- 
terrent? Is it always true that killers 
who have been rehabilitated in our 
fine prisons never repeat their crime? 

Looking for a moment at the pro- 
posed law for the State of Oregon in 
the light of the case of Thomas E. 
Purvis: had this murder been com- 
mitted in Oregon and should the new 
law be enacted, Purvis, with. good be- 
havior, would be freed following 15 
years’ imprisonment, in spite of the pre- 
vious murder. How ridiculous is the 
additional provision of the proposed 
law: that should a man have murdered 
a fellow prisoner while serving .the 15 
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years for first-degree murder, he would 
then be eligible for ‘the death penalty. 
What strange justice is this that seeks 
to protect the criminal in prison and 
neglects the law-abiding citizen on the 
streets! 

In answer to the argument that in- 
nocent men may be convicted and 
wrongly executed, it may also be an- 
swered that such an eventuality is ex- 
tremely ‘unlikely, especially in such 
states as Oregon where the issue is now 
at the front because of the infrequency 
of executions, only 57 in the last 55 
years. The consequent interest when 
such case might arise would secure aid 
for the accused from many groups such 
as the Oregon Prison Association, the 
right of appeal, and the certain review 
of any such case by the governor of 
the state. 

The financial argument ought not to 
be ignored, since it is being pressed 
most ‘vigorously by those who denounce 
eapital punishment. This argument is 
not worthy of serious consideration 
since the moral aspects of the argument 
involved are too great in comparison. 
Surely justice cannot be based on fi- 
nancial considerations. By the same 
token the argument of cost introduced 
through the California case involving 
Caryl Chessman is grossly misleading. 
We are told that the State of California 
has spent $500,000 trying to convict 
Chessman of first-degree murder. The 
inference is made that 'if there had 
been no death penalty there would 
have been the savings of half a million 
dollars to the state. What reason is 
there to believe that the costs of con- 
victing this killer would have been 
less had there been no death penalty? 
Would Chessman have submitted to 
conviction without a fight had he been 
facing a 99-year term? We conclude 
that he might have submitted for per- 
haps one of three reasons: (1) Had he 
been certain the state would not try 
as hard to convict where there is no 
death penalty. Would this be -true? 
(2) Had he regarded his life more 
highly than his honor and his freedom. 
Is life better than honor? (3) Had he 
been certain of receiving the' 4-year 
sentence the previously cited Thomas 
E. Purvis’ served for his first murder. 
It might be granted that under such 
an arrangement he might have ac- 
quiesced and retired peacefully to 
prison to write his books in‘ private, 
and to retire in four years to a palatial 
home in the West! 

Instead of pressing the arguments 
against capital punishment that prove 
to be groundless, we ought rather to 
hear from these protagonists the an- 
swer to these questions: Why does the 
law permitting’ capital punishment now 
exist in 40 states? Why in 1929 were 
there 10 states with the maximum of 
life imprisonment while now there are 
ohly 7?. Why is it that 30 states have 
tried the milder forms of punishment 
and abandoned them for the death 
penalty? 

Three Scriptural arguments ought to 
be emphasized in our day. First, 
there is a moral argument in favor 


oH 


of capital punishment infrequently 
heard in these days but which . 
is of prime, importance. Dr. Charles 


Hodge, in his “Theology,” states that 
the Biblical view of the high value of 
human life argues for the use by the 
state of the death penalty. “The Bible 
assigns special value to the life of man, 
first because he was created in the im- 


“age of God. He is not only like God 


in the essential elements of his nature, 
but he is also God’s representative on 
earth. Any indignity or injury inflicted 
on him is an act of irreverence toward 
God. And secondly, all men are breth- 
ren. They are of’ one blood; children 
of a common father. On these grounds 
we are bound to love and respect all 
men as men; and to do all we can, not 
only to protect their lives, but also to 
promote their well-being. Murder is 
therefore the highest crime which a 
man can commit against a fellow man.” 

Secondly, there is the express dec- 
laration of the’ Bible. Genesis 9:6 
states, “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, 
by man shall his blood be shed: for in 
the image of God made he man.” This 
perpetual obligation was not intended 
for any particular age or nation. It is 
the announcement of a principle of 
justice, a revelation of the will of God. 

Thirdly, the principle is recognized 
in the New Testament with the con- 
tinued obligation that first-degree mur- 
der shall be punished by death. In 
Romans 13:4 the apostle says that the 
magistrate “beareth not the sword in 
vain.” The sword was worn as the 
symbol of capital punishment. Con- 
trary to the humanistic teaching of the 
hour, which would have us believe that 
the individual.citizen is personally re- 
sponsible and in a sense “pulls the 
switch” when an execution is accom- 
plished, the Scripture rather enforces 
the principle of the authority and re- 
sponsibility of the state to deal with 
crime. “Let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers. For there is no 
power but of God: the powers that be 
are ordained of God. Whosoever there- 
fore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that resist 
shall receive to themselves damnation” 
(Rom. 13:1, 2). The apostle says in 
Acts 25:11, “If I be an offender, or have 
committed any thing worthy of death, 
I refuse not to die”; which clearly im- 
plies that, in his judgment, there were 
offenses for which the appropriate pen- 
alty is death. , 

We therefore conclude that where 
guilt is clearly established, where the 
murder is first-degree, and where re- 
course for appeal has been open, as 
would doubtless always be the case in 
states such as Oregon, that capital pun- 
ishment should be enforced. We ought 
to shed less tears for the guilty mur- 
derer and more for the innocent vic- 
tims. 


1“The Traffic in Narcotics,” Anslinger and 
Tompkins, p. 264, 

2 ibid., p. 283. 

Sibid., p. 293. 

‘ibid., p. 295. 

5 “The Nation,’’ Cook, Mar. 10, 1956. 

* “Bend Bulletin,’’ Oct. 11, 1958. 
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* time we did not expect his life. 
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VIII. Birth and New Birth at Newark 


God’s goodness is evidenced at the Borr home and at the College 


March 26, 1756 


WAS unexpectedly delivered of a 
I sor the 6th of February. Had a fine 
time, although it pleased God in infinite 
wisdom to order that Mr. Burr was not 
at home: It seemed very gloomy, when 
I found my time had come, to think 
that I was, as it were, destitute of 
earthly friends. No mother, no hus- 


‘ band, and none of my particular friends 


that belong to the town; they happen- 
ing to be out of town. But O my dear 
God was all these relations and mote 
than all to me in the hour of my dis- 
tress. Those words in Psalms were my 
support and comfort through the whole, 
“They that trust in the Lord shall be 
as Mount Zion, which cannot be re- 
moved, but abideth for ever”; and these 
also, “As the mountains are round about 
Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about 
them that trust in Him,” or words to 
that purpose. 

I had a very quick and good time, a 
very good lying-in till about three 
weeks, then I had the~ canker very 
bad, and before I had recovered of 
that my little Aaron (for so we call 
him) was taken sick, so that for some 
He 
has never been so well since, though 
he is comfortable at present. I have 
myself got a very bad cold and very 
sore eyes, which makes it very difficult 
for me to write at all; sometimes I 
am almost blind. 


April 17, 1756 


I have written to Miss Prince of 
Boston to please procure for me the 
following things: 6 fan mounts, two 
good ones for ivory sticks, two black 
and white, and two white ones; % Ib. 
gum arabic, one large pencil and one 
short one, one dozen of short cake pans, 
my milk pot altered to some shape or 
other, a pair of coral beads, some cod- 
fish, patterns of caps (not ye airy caps 
for beaux), send me word how to cut 
ruffles and handkerchiefs, send word 
how they make gowns. I send by Mr. 
Burr. 


April 19, 1756 


Mr. Burr has set out for Boston. I 
need not write how lonesome the house 
and everything about it appears, nor 
could I if I would. Little Sally ob- 
Serving my gloom upon Mr. Burr’s leav- 
ing me, sets herself prettily, as I think, 
to comfort me. She imagined I was 
sick. She says, “Mamma, poor Mamma 
is sick. Don’t be sick, Mamma, Papa 
ain’t gone.” Upon this I smiled; the 
little creature’s eyes sparkled for joy, 
and she says in transport, “Mamma ain’t 
sick. Dear Mamma,” etc. 


February 20, 1757 


Mr. Burr was sent for the College 
about dark, and when he came there 
he found about twenty young men in 
one room, crying and begging to know 
what they should do to be saved. Four 


of them under the deepest sense of their 
wicked hearts and need of Christ, Fan- 
euil amongst the rest. How it will re- 
joice his good mother’s heart! Mr. 
Burr prayed and talked in the best 
manner he could, and left them, to 
come home, greatly affected. We sat 
and talked till late and knew not how 
to lay by the glorious subject. 


February 21, 1757 ; 


Good news to write you this morn- 
ing. A minister’s son near Philadelphia 
hopefully received comfort last night 
in the night. There was little sleep 
amongst them; some up all night. Mr. 
Spencer sat up till one o’clock, then 
left those poor young creatures seek- 
ing God. The conversion of this young 
Treat, for that is his name, is a very 
dear and remarkable one. The particu- 
lars I have not heard, but Mr. Burr 
says he thinks evidently a work of 
grace. He has been under some im- 
pressions for more than a year, but, his 
concern has increased lately. 


10 o’clock 


A pious young man came from the 
College for Mr. Burr. .He tells me that 
a great part of the scholars are gathered 
into one room, crying in great distress, 
and that another had received comfort. 
Oh, my heart exults at the thought that 
God is about to revive religion in gen- 
eral. May we not hope for it? My 
soul doth magnify the Lord for what 
He hath done. 


Evening 


The Lord’s work goes on gloriously 
in the College. Mr. Burr sent for Mr. 
Tennent of Freehold to come and as- 
sist in drawing the net ashore, for it 
is‘ ready to break with the abundance 
of the fish that are caught in it. Just 
now he came to the College and is 
greatly rejoiced. 


9 o’clock 


No work carried on here, but only 

to get something to eat, and a little of 
that will suffice, too. For my part I 
haven’t any creature to say one word 
to, and when I am ready to burst, I 
have recourse to my pen. 
*’ Mr: Tennent is astonished and 
amazed, between joy, sorrow, hope, and 
fear, and says he doesn’t know what 
passion is uppermost, but he must call 
it an angelic joy that he feels, which 
is the case with us all. My brother is 
under a great deal of concern among 
the rest. 

Oh what shall I render to the Lord 
for His goodness in pouring out His 
Spirit in such a wonderful degree! 


Tuesday, February 22, 1757 


I am ready to set up my tabernacle 
and say, “Lord, it is good . .. to be 
here.” Indeed, the thoughts of living 
have never been so comfortable to me 
as now. The Lord is indeed here. 
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Wednesday, August 31, 4 o’clock — 
Just now I -received a letter ‘with a 
black seal, but it contained blacker 
news. Governor Belcher is dead; died 
this am. The righteous are taken away 
from the evil to come. This is such a, 
loss, that we cannot expect to have 
made up in a governor. I feel quite 
sunk. with this and other bad news. 
His Lordship is returning to New York, 
and then Halifax will be taken, no 
doubt. 


Evening 


Mr. Burr not returned. Heavy news 
Mr. Belcher’s death will be to him. 


Thursday evening, September 1, 1757 


Mr. Burr returned in health. O how 
good is God in preserving him in his 
goings out and his comings in! These 
mercies ought not to be forgotten by 
me. 

Mr. Burr is sent for to preach the 
Governor’s funeral sermon. P.M:: A 
deal of company. 

(To be continued) 
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Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 318) 


The return voyage from the Hawaiian 
Islands will be aboard the luxurious 
liner, S.S. Lurline, the pride of the 
Matson Line. ~ This ship carries 1722 
passengers, is 632 feet long, has a 79- 
foot beam, with a gross tonnage of 
18,500, and a speed of 22 knots. It is an 
exciting voyage homeward bound on 
this magnificent ship, which represents 
the warm hospitality, color, and spirit 
of Hawaii. Passengers aré surrounded 
with luxury wherever they go on the 
ship. Stateroom, social rooms, and din- 
ing rooms are air-conditioned and beau- 
tifully furnished. Rest and relaxation 
will be afforded -the members of the 
Fellowship Tour as they spend many 
leisure hours in deck chairs talking 
over the experiences of the trip. It is 
quite usual for new and lasting friend- 
ships to be. made on these Christian 
Fellowship Tours, for they provide un- 
forgettable vacations in company with 
people of like mind. For those whose 
energies are keen, much fun may be 
had in walking about the decks, swim- 
ming in the fine pool.on board, trap- 
shooting, playing deck shuffleboard, and 
the like. A blessed time is had each 
morning before breakfast, in a delight- 
ful room -set aside for the purpose, in 
a devotional service where the mem- 
bers assemble for singing, prayer, and 
a brief Bible message, given by Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times leader of the tour. The party will 
return to the United States by way of 
San Franciscd and will reach Chicago — 
on November 8. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will again ac- 
company the tour throughout. A card 
to him will bring to you an attractive 
folder containing costs and all other 
details. Write him at The Sunday 
School Times Co., 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 
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NOTEWORTHY Austrian Pastor.— 
A A paragraph from the most recent 
Bulletin of the United Bible Soci- 
eties regarding Austria may be quoted 
with only one comment. We give thanks 
to God for the work of this Protestant 
pastor of another century, but no doubt 
there have been scores of other faithful 
men throughout the world who have de- 
voted themselves to the circulation of 
the Scriptures for whom no monument 
has been erected, but for whom 1 Co- 
rinthians 15:58 also is true. 

“On Sunday, October 12, last, a me- 
morial was unveiled at Oberschutzen in 
Burgenland, to a Protestant pastor, 
Gottlieb August Wimmer, who was pas- 
tor of this small parish from 1818-1848. 
During the period of his activity in 
the small village, which now has a 
population of 800, Pastor Wimmer 
opened a grammar school and a teach- 
ers’ training college. He also did a 
tremendous amount for the economic 
and cultural development of the village. 
Of special significance, however, was 
his achievement in the realm of Bible 
distribution. During twelve years of 
close co-operation with the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, Pastor Wimmer 
distributed approximately 340,000 Scrip- 
tures in many languages in the whole 
area of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
This fact was specially recalled in an 
address given at the unveiling of the 
memorial by Herr Karl Uhl, secretary 
of the Austrian Bible Committee.” 


Bibles for Chicago.The Chicago 
Bible Society, co-operating with the 
Church Federation of Greater Chicago, 
has launched a campaign to place Bi- 
bles in the hands of the many thousands 
of people in that city who are without 
the Word of God, particularly the new 
arrivals from: foreign lands. Through 
their staff, a complete Bible is offered 
by the Chicago Bible Society at one- 
half price, the Church Federation and 
the Chicago Bible Society sharing the 
remainder of the cost. 


Red China’s Compulsory Training for 
Church Workers.—The United States 
Government is aware that Red China 
is going to play an increasingly power- 
ful role in world affairs. The Far East 
News Service, edited by Dick Hillis, 
-reports on conditions among the Chris- 
tians of this country. 

“Apparently in a determined move to 
indoctrinate the churches with political 
beliefs of Lenin and Marx, Red Chinese 
leaders have subjected church workers 
to a compulsory three-months course 
in politics. This course goes all day 
long, five days a week. In addition to 
this political pressure, the Communists 
have issued an order banning the entry 
of any kind of literature from the 
crown colony to the Red Chinese main- 
land. To fill the gap created by the 
ban, the Reds have launched a strong 


; 


new “movement forcing everyone to 
write slogans in which they are made 
to criticize their fellow citizens. Many 
sit up all night writing hundreds of 
slogans. Those who are victims of these 
criticisms are made to ‘repent,’ and this 
they do openly, sometimes renting ped- 
icabs or trucks, carrying banners, con- 
fessing their sins, and promising to be 
good. This slogan movement has driven 
many of the Chinese ¢titizens to suicide. 

“In the churches, no hymns are to be 
sung or sermons to be preached which 
deal with what they call ‘depressing’ 
subjects, such as sin, judgment, etc. 
The Bureau of Religious Affairs has 
just ordered preachers to suppress all 
literature maintaining the existence of 
God. It is feared that if and when 
strictly enforced, this prohibition might 
lead to the complete proscription of the 
reading of the Bible. However, as 
crafty as usual, in their methods of 
wresting the truth from~the Scriptures, 
the Communist instructors still quote 
from the Bible such phrases as ‘the 
people that walk in darkness have seen 
a great light.’ This, they explain, is 
‘the light of Communism which has en- 
lightened all the world. The Com- 
munists teach that Communism ‘will 
bring Paradise,’ and that ‘there is no 
reason to preach the second coming of 
Christ or the establishment of God’s 
kingdom.’ They say that it is non- 
sense to talk about eternity and world 
judgment. 

“Then, in an obvious move to seal 
the church from any teaching which 
might hurt their cause, the Commu- 
nists have ordered that pastors must be 
tested by the Religious Affairs Bureau 
as to their faith and preaching before 
they will be given permission to preach. 
Pastors are even made to accuse one 
another. A number of them have been 
forced to accuse themselves. This has 
led to the purging of a host of faithful 
Christian workers who refused to ‘water 
down’ their preaching ‘of the Word. 
They have been replaced by younger 
men who have been trained in Com- 
munist-controlled liberal seminaries.” 


Korea’s New Pseudo Religions.—In 
South Korea, according to a Reuter’s 
dispatch of December, where the Chris- 
tian Church has been so strong for 





Have you read Dr. Smith’s’ book, 
“Egypt in Biblical Prophecy”? The 
Times will send this book (which 
retails for $3.50) to you in return 
for three new 22-week subscrip- 
tions at a total cost of only $5 
(Canada, $5.25, U.S.A. dollars). 
Send three new 22-week subscrip- 
tions and your remittance to The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa., 
and mention this offer. 











By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


decades and has suffered so feartully 
during war, twenty-four new pseudo 
religions have arisen, claiming at least 
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120,000. followers. The most powerful | 


of these is the sect known as Taiguek- 
do, meaning “the way of great center,” 
with headquarters in Pusan. The 
founder insists that his task is to save 
the Korean people “from death and 
poverty.” i 

The dispatch reports that thousands 
of farmers throughout the country sold 
their land and cattle to move to a vil- 
lage five miles west of Pusan, where 
they live under the rule of the present 
head, a man with two palaces. A police 
official has said, “We know that this 
sect is run by crooks, and that they 
are -embezzling and misappropriating 
money contributed by their supporters, 
but our hands are tied. They call this 
an orthodox religion.” 


Rebellion in Bible-Belt Universities. 
—The southern states of our country 
are generally known as the Bible Belt, 
but even here there isa noticeable re- 
bellion' among students in universities 
against the Christian faith. In Georgia, 
deep’ in the Southland, the Demosthe- 
nian Literary Society of the State Uni- 
versity at Athens has sent a 500-word 
resolution to the faculty asking for the 
elimination in years to come of what 
has been known as Religion in Life 
Week. The resolution states that the 
religious program “infringes on the tra- 
ditional American principle of separa- 
tion of church and state.” 

One thing is sure—the problems of 
this twentieth century will not be met 
by any words of the Greek thinker 
whose name the society has adopted, 
Demosthenes. I do not want to be 
sarcastic, but do wish to point out that 
while Billy Graham can draw ten to 
twenty thousand people every night 
by preaching the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, no one could get ten 
thousand people to listen to discourses 
on any Greek philosopher that éver 
lived—not in this midtwentieth cen- 
tury. 


TV in Great Britain—So extensive 
is the influence of TV prograt.is in 
Great Britain at the present time that 
it is said the controversial ITV youth 
religious program, called “Sunday 
Break,” sometimes has an audience of 
not less than seven million people. 


Alcoholism in California.—The State 
Director of Health for California, Dr. 
Malcolm Merrill, reports that there are 
600,000 alcoholics in this one state alone. 
No one knows the cost to the state of 
rehabilitating even a few thousand of 
these. Cancer and other serious ill- 
nesses may come to individuals regard- 
less of the kind of life they live, but 
salcoholism, with all of its terrible con- 
sequences is the result of deliberate, 
continued use of intoxicating liquors. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. MAY 10. NATHAN AND DAVID 


2 Samuel 7; 11; 12; 1 Kings 1:5-40; printed text, 2 Samuel 12:1-7, 9, 10, 13, 14 
Golden Text.—He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully.—Jer. 23:28 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

2 Sam. 12:1 And the Lorp sent Nathan unto David. And 
he came unto him; and said unto him, Theré were two men 
‘in one city; the one rich, and: the other poor. 

2 The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: 

3 But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, 
which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up to- 
gether with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own 
meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and 
was unto him as a daughter. 

4 And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he 
spared to take of his own “flock and of his own herd, to dress 
for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took 
the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for the man that was 
come to him. 

5 And David’s anger was greatly kindled canbe the man; 

and he said to Nathan, As the Lorp liveth, the man that hath 
done this thing shall surely die: 


7 And Nathan said to David, Thou‘art the man. Thus saith 
the Lorp God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and 
I delivered thee out ig the hand of mn 


9 Whireleve hast thou pane the commandment of the 
Lorp, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the. Hittite 
with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and 
hast slain him with the sword of the children 6f Ammon. 

10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine 
house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. > 

13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the 
Lorp. And Nathan said unto David, The Lorp also hath put 
away thy sin; thou shalt not die. 

14 Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the Lorp to blaspheme, the child 
also that is born unto thee shall surely die. 

Lessons based on International Sunday agg ioe the International 









‘will see, 


6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold; because he did 


this thing, and because he had no pity. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson r 
APPY is the man who has a real 
H friend in time of need. Happier 
still is he if that friend is a man 
of God. In David’s hours of emergency 
God provided him with a devoted 
friend, the Prophet Nathan. 

The sheer nobility of the prophet ap- 
pears in each of the three encounters 
with David described in the lesson. 
Understand the king’s varied problems, 
study Nathan’s contribution to their 
Solution, and you will appreciate the 
spiritual greatness of the man of God. 


David’s throne was safely established. 
His enemies were overcome. The king- 
dom was united. He had leisure to 
plan, hope, and *dream. Why should 
he not erect a stately temple for his 
God—an architectural masterpiece to 
glorify the One who had delivered him 
from his enemies? But Nathan ar- 
rived, and his plans were changed! 

Later on, enjoying his leisure hours 
on his rooftop, David beheld and 
coveted his neighbor’s wife. A two- 
fold sin followed, adultery and the mur- 
der of the woman’s husband. Would 
the king’s crimes go unchallenged? No, 
Nathan arrived and the monarch was 
called to account! 


Toward the close of David's life his 
Son Adonijah led a revolt. Schism 
threatened the kingdom. Would the 
dastardly plot succeed? 
intervened and Solomon. was crowned 
king! 

What sterling qualities of soul did 
this amazing prophet possess that he 


‘ could meet ’each crisis so effectively? 


Read the chapters carefully and you 


No, Nathan. 
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Verse by Verse 

2 Sam. 12:1—“The Lord sent Nathan 
unto David. And he... said... There 
were two men in one city; the one rich, 
and the other poor.” 'The prophet. was 
God’s messenger to a sinful king. His 
parable commences mildly but proves 
to be pointed and piercing. The use 
of dramatic stories. or action to stress 
important points is often found in, the 
Bible (e.g., 1 Kings 20:35-41; Matt. 13: 
3). 

Verse 2—“The rich man had exceed- 
ing many flocks and herds .. .” Nathan 
emphasizes the vast possessions of 
David, the “rich man” who had great 
treasure and also numbers of wives 
and concubines (cf. 2 Sam. 5:13). 


Verse 3—“But the poor man had 


nothing, save one little ewe lamb, 
which he .. . bought and nourished... 
it grew up ... with his children... 


did eat of his own meat... lay in his 
bosom, and was unto him as a daugh- 
ter.” The “poor man” represents Uriah; 
the “lamb,” his wife, Bathsheba. Note 
the touching details. With rare skill 


-. Nathan depicts the contrast between 


David’s riches and Uriah’s poverty, and 
the tender bonds. which united Uriah 
and his bereaved wife. 


Verse 4—“There came a traveller 
unto the rich man, and he spared to 
take of his own flock ... to d?ess .. . but 
took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed 
it : . .” Two vices are pictured in this 
parable: greedy self-interest and heart- 
less lack of consideration for one’s 
neighbor. Nathan added just enough 
detail to arouse the fury of David, 
whose “judgment and justice” were 
widely known (cf. 2 Sam, 8:15). 

Verse 5.—“David’s anger was greatly 
kindled ... he said . . . As the Lord 
liveth, the man that hath done this 
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cation. 


thing shall surety die .. .” Nathan per-. 
formed his task well. David was in- 
furiated.: Note (1) his oath; (2) his 
immediate verdict of death. 

Verse 6—‘“He shall restore the lamb 
fourfold, because he did this thing, and 

. had no pity.” Such restoration was 
part of Israel’s legal code (cf. Exod. -22: 
1; Luke 19:8). Nathan’s portrayal of 
the rich man’s pitilessness had found 
its mark in David’s normally generous 
heart. 

Verse 7—‘“Nathan said to David, 
Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord 
... 1 anointed thee king... and I de- 
livered thee out.of the hand of Saul...” 
Nathan now thrusts the sword of logic 
into the depths of David’s conscience. 
Intense drama is in the words, “Thou 
art the man.” The king had not only 
harmed a neighboring family; he had 
defied the all-knowing God. 

Verse 9—‘“Wherefore hast thou de- 
spised the commandment. of the Lord, 
to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed 
Uriah. . . hast taken his wife . . . hast 
slain him with the sword .. . of Am- 
mon.” The prophet twists the sword 
which he has already driven into 
David’s self-consciousness. Note: the 
Ammonites may have actually killed 
Uriah, but the king was guilty of his 
death. ‘The double crime of murder 
and adultery may have seemed shrewd 
and successful. But actually it was an 
act of rebellion against, the word of 
God. 

‘Verse 10—“Now therefore the sword 
shall never depart from thine house; 
because thou hast despised me .. .” 
David’s subsequent history attests the 
truth of this prophecy. See, for. ex- 
ample, the death of his sons Ammon 
(2 Sam. 13:28, 29) and Adonijah (1 
Kings 2:25),. God ‘will simply not be 
mocked! 
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Verse 13—“David said unto Nathan, 
I have sinned against the Lord. 4 
Nathan said unto David, The Lord also 
hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not 
die.” David, convicted, deeply repent- 
ant, and recognizing that his crimes are 
actually against God, is forgiven and 
escapes the punishment normally meted 
out to adulterers and murderers (cf. 
Lev. 20:10; 24:17). 1 

Verse 14.—“Howbeit, because .. . thou 
hast given . . . occasion 'to the enemies 
of the Lord’ to blaspheme, the child 
. . . Shatl surely die.” The honor of the 
Almighty seemed at stake! It must be 
vindicated. The baby to be born, al- 
though not responsible for David’s 
crimes, would not survive. Sin may 
wreak havoc not only upon its perpe- 
trators and their victims, but upon the 
innocent as well. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Wanted: men of God today who will 
walk in: the footsteps of the Prophet 
Nathan! 

David had a grandiose but misdi- 
rected plan. He would build his God a 
temple. What was Nathan’s reaction? 
Did he encourage the king in the proj- 


ect? No. Nathan was a man of pro- 
found spiritual insight. When “the 
word. of the Lord came” (2 Sam. 7:4) 


to him, he understood its meaning and 
fdithfully relayed its message to the 
ruler. Solomon, not David, would be 
the temple builder. Nathan’s desire 
was to know and declare the will of 
God, not to cater to royal whims. He 
would make known the counsel of God 
at any cost. 

Years, passed. David yielded to the 
lust of the flesh. As though to cover 
up his adultery, he had an innocent 
husband murdered. What would the 
prophet do now? Cover up the crime? 
Minimize its horror in order to curry 
favor with his king? Never! Sin is 
sin whether in palace or hovel. With 
rare skill and penetrating analysis Na- 
than withstood David to the face: 
“Thou art the man.” The prophet was 
a man of resolute courage. He was not 
intimidated by royalty when the Law 
of God had been broken. 


David had grown old (cf. 1 Kings 1: - 


1). His son Adonijah plotted to seize 
the throne, against the revealed will of 
God and David’s personal desires. What 
would Nathan do now? Join forces 
with the rebel and leave the aging 
king to his fate? No, indeed. Nathan 
was a prophet of unswerving loyalty. 
He revealed the foul plot and arrested 
it. 

The word “Nathan” means “gift” 
(Heb.). The prophet was indeed God’s 
gift to David, a great but erring king. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Nathan alters David’s plans (2 Sam. 
\ 7: 1-29) 
2. Nathan exposes David’s crimes (11: 
1 to 12:25) 
3. Nathan protects David’s succession 
(1 Kings 1:5-40) 
Topics for Development 
The Davidic Throne. The Lord spoke 
graciously to David through the lips of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


38.—David, .King of 
RP 8 RSS 2, Samuel 5; 6: 8 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. May 
Israe 


We ee! 17.—Solomon’s Reign. 
1 Kings 5; 7:51 to 8:66; 9:1 to 11:8 











the Prophet Nathan (cf. 2 Sam. 7:15, 
16). The construction of the Temple 
would be entrusted to Solomon. But 
David’s “house” and “kingdom shall be 
established for ever before thee: thy 
throne shall be established. for ever” 


(2 Sam. 7:16). Years after this pre- 
diction the kingdom of Israel was rent 
asunder. The northern tribes, and then 


the southern, went into captivity. 

But the promise of God has not been 
cancelled. When the birth of the Lord 
Jesus was announced, it ‘was declared 
that He would receive “the throne of 
his father David: and he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever;. and 
of his kingdom there: shall be no end” 
(Luke 1:32, 33). Christ Jesus, David’s 
Son, will indeed fulfill the ancient 
prophecy when He' returns to this earth 
in glory to reign (cf. Rev. 19:11-16; 
20: 4-6). 

David’s Penitential Psalm. Study 
Psalm 51 carefully in the light of 
David’s crimes, Nathan’s rebuke, and 
the King’s conviction of sin. Its elo- 
quent pathos reveals a broken but for- 
given heart. . 


Practical Applications 

David met disappointment, not in 
the spirit of rebellion, but of prayer 
(cf. 2 Sam. 7:18). Our temples in the 
air may crumble but God changes not. 
He is still pleased when we seek His 
face. 

How could a man whom God had so 
honored and blessed, who even hoped 
to build a majestic temple, fall into 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


N WHAT grounds did the Lord 
prohibit David from building the 
Temple? — 

2. What promises did the Lord make 
concerning Solomon? 

3. Who would eStablish David’s 
house and kingdom “for ever’? (2 Sam. 
7:16.) 

4. Of what two sins was David 
guilty? 

5. What do you think was particu- 
larly pitiful about Urigh’s death? 

6. What, was David’s reaction when 
he heard Nathan’s story about the 
greedy, heartless rich man? 

7. What two penalties resulted from 
David’s crimes? 

8. Why did David cease mourning 
for his infant child when it died? 

9. Who were Solomon’s father and 
mother? 

10. What claim did Adonijah have 
to the throne? 


(Answers on page 331) 


such flagrant and pitiless sin? “Let 
him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy. 
Praise the Lord that even a king guilty 
of heinous wrong could be cleansed 
and forgiven. 

Nathan’s loyalty to David withstood 
the pressure of his day. Let us ever be 
loyal to those who have reposed their 
confidence in us. 

Wilt someone who reads these words 
be raised up of God, as Nathan was, to 
be a faithful spokesman to his genera- 
tion? 

Golden Text ‘ 

Jer. 23:28—“He that hath my word, 
let him speak my word faithfully.” 
The Word of God comes to us today in 
the Scriptures. We have it. 
us declare it. And when we do, let us 
not misinterpret it, but let us reproduce 
it accurately, that the Spirit of God 
may bless it to. the salvation and edi- 
fication of men. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED Hymns 


“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“Just as I Am, Without One Plea” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, in good left un- 
done and in wrong we have done, we 
have sinned against Thee. Make us to 
feel how great is Thy love and kind- 
ness to us and how grievous it is to 


wound Thy heart by ignoring Thy right 


to rule us and disregarding our debt of 
gratitude to Thee. Bless our study of 
this lesson and use it to cause us to 
abhor every evil way and turn our 
feet to Thy ways. Bless our homes 
with Thy presence, our parents with 
Thy guidance, patience, and help in 
their responsibilities. Give us a reali- 
zation of our debt to our parents and 
help us to honor them as Thou dost re- 
quire. Prosper the Word of God given 
forth in many lands today, and speed 
the messengers of the Gospel to those 
people yet without its glorious message. 
Restrain all workers of evil, convert 
the unbelieving and rebellious, and 
bring in the reign and Kingdom of 
Thy Son for His sake and man’s good. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Three weeks ago 
we studied the story of Saul rebuked 


by Samuel. Today it is David rebuked - 
by Nathan. Both kings said to God’s 
prophet, “I have sinned.” But there 


was a great difference in the way they 
viewed their sin and how they felt 
about it. Saul’s concern was what Paul 
called “the ‘sorrow of the world.” 
David’s confession had behind it what 
Paul called “godly sorrow” (2 Cor. 7: 
10). 

Saul and his people were about to 
celebrate a victory over Amalek, and 
the religious leader, Samuel, was needed 
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to officiate. But Samuel, grieved over 
Saul’s disobedience to God, had ‘no heart 
for a celebration. Saul therefore en- 
treated him to participate saying, “I 
have sinned: yet honour’me now ... 
pefore Israel.” He admits his sin but 
feared more to be publicly humiliated 
by Samuel’s withdrawal than at the 


| thought of having disobeyed God. The 


sorrow of the world is like that. There 
may, be bitter self-reproach, but self 
rather than God is at the center of such 
grief. The soul’s inward rebellion 
against God remains. ' 

David grieved over his ‘sin as wrong 
done against the Lord who had been 
so good to him. In his penitential 
psalm written at that time, he said to 
God, “Against thee. . 
(Psa. 51:4). He saw life’s first debt to 
be loving, trustful, and obedient to God 
in return for His goodness and mercy. 
David knew God as the Good Shep- 
herd. He felt his sin to be a grievous 





MAN’S SIN HURTS 


AND OTHERS 


MAKER 

wounding of the heart of God. Saul 
just felt embarrassed by the stern re- 
buke of Samuel. 2 

Some of us are like Saul: troubled 
about the unpleasant results of our sin, 
but not much concerned that we have 
sinned against God, or that our sin re- 
quired the sacrifice of our Saviour to 
make our pardon possible. Look at 
Calvary to see what your sin costs God 
and let that melt you in godly sorrow, 
bearing fruit in a return to God and 
an amended life. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And the Lord sent Nathan unto 
David. -. .” (2 Sam. 12:1).—In all like- 
lihood, David’ was Nathan’s hero. He 
knew much about David’s persecutions 
and of his accomplishments. He wrote 
a book in which are recorded “the acts 
of David the king, first and last” (1 
Chron. 29:29); hence we know he was 
intimately acquainted with him. He 
was a co-worker with the king in such 
Matters as establishing public worship 
oo the Temple service (2 Chron. 29: 

). 

Their fellowship must have been 
greatly strained during the year that 
David remained silent about his ter- 
rible sin. It would be impossible for 
Nathan to fail to notice the shocking 
difference as David “was* reduced to 
misery by a piercing thorn” (Psa. 32: 
4, Septuagint). 

Now, with sanctified imagination, pic- 
ture yourself as Nathan, being sent of 
the Lord to David, with that message 
of reproof and dire judgment. Num- 
bers of brave and strong men have 


. have I sinned” , 
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quailed when selected to tell a man 


that his wife, or child, or both were ac- . 


cidentally killed. 

What thoughts must have passed 
through heart and mind on his way to 
the king’s presence! How could he de- 
liver such a solemn message to his 
sovereign, who was also his friend? 
I feel that apart from the enabling of 
the Holy Spirit, he could not have done 
it. é 
To his credit. be it said that he did 
not argue with the Lord or plead to be 
excused from such an unpleasant task; 
or suggest that the Lord send Gad, who 
was David’s seer, to do it! 


“There were two men in one city... 
(2 Sam. 12:1).—Some persons possess 
dispositions that cause them to speak 
bluntly, but Nathan was not ‘of that 
class. He started out with an exquisite 
parable, which secured the undivided 
attention of the king. David did not 
realize at the moment that he was the 
rich man of the parable and that Uriah 
was the poor man. He did not know 
that Bathsheba was the ewe lamb of 
the parable. 

He passed the sentence of death, as 
well as fourfold restitution, on the rich 
man who took the’ poor man’s lamb! 


” 


He was unaware of the solemn fact 


that he was pronouncing judgment 
upon himself. The transgressor became 
judge of his own crime and rendered 
the verdict! F 


“And Nathan said to David, Thou 
art the man... .” (2 Sam. 12:7).—In an 
instant David realized the full signifi- 
cance of the parable! There was no 
mincing of words on. Nathan’s part. 
And what a sudden change in David’s 
feelings! ; 

“There are moments,”: says Dr. W. G. 
Blaikie, “when the powers of the mind 
as well as those of the body are so 
stimulated as to become capable of 
exertions undreamed of before. The 
dumb prince, in ancient history, who 
all his life had never spoken a word, 
but found the power of speech when 
he saw a sword raised to cut down his 
father, showed how danger could stim- 
ulate the organs of the body. The 
sudden change in David’s feelings now, 
like the sudden change in Saul’s on the 
way to Damascus, showed what electric 
rapidity may be communicated to the 
operations of the soul.” 

“God is no respecter of persons.” - Al- 
though David was a king, he had to 
learn that he could not commit wicked- 


ness and escape judgment any more 


than one of his poorest subjects could. 


“,.. I anointed thee... I delivered 
thee ...” (2 Sam. 12:7).—In these words 
the Lord revealed how He: had en- 
riched David. Yet David despised the 
commandment of the Lord and did evil 
in His sight! a : 

Before we, who are believers, com- 
demn David, let us remind oursélves 
that the Lord has blessed us “with all 
spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in 
Christ” (Eph. 1:3, marg.); and giveth 
us “richly all things to.enjoy” (1 Tim. 
6:17); and will add still more (Rom, 
8:32; 1 Cor. 3:21-23). What response 
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is there from our hearts for all this? 
It is only as we “walk in the Spirit” 
that we shall not “fulfil the lust of the 
flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 

“I have sinned against the Lord... .” 
(2. Sam. 12:13):—There was true con- 
fession on David’s part. Psalm 51 re- 
veals the depth of his penitence. Na- 
than said to him: “The Lord also hath 
put away thy sin; thou shalt not die”; 
but he also said: “The sword shall 
never depart from thine house.” The 
sin was forgiven but discipline must 
be exercised. 

When an atheist railed on David and 
David’s God to a certain preacher, he 
said: “This proves that the Bible is 
true!” “How?” asked the atheist., “The 
Lord said David had ‘given great oc- 
casion to the enemies of the Lord to 
blaspheme’!” When the atheist realized 
that he was doing exactly as the Lord 
predicted, it silenced him. 

“ _. he that hath my word, let him 
speak my word faithfully. .. .” (Jer. 
23:28).—Nathan faithfully delivered 
God’s message, and David honored him 
for it; for he mamed one’ of his sons 
“Nathan” (1 Chron. 3:5). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, David “rose like a 

rocket, he fell like the stick.” It is 
a mark of the accuracy of God’s Word 
that the flaws in human character— 
even the best of characters—are not 
glossed over. David is one of the finest 
characters in the Bible record. He 
started out fine as a lad, when the 
Prophet Samuel said of him, “The Lord 
hath sought him a man after his own 
heart” (1 Sam. 13:14), and Paul quoted 
the Lord as saying of him, “I have 
found David the son of Jesse, a man 
after mine own heart” (Acts 13:22). 
That is a great testimony to David’s 
character. 

And yet: David broke four of the 
Ten Commandments in one brief spell 
of wickedness. He covetéd Uriah’s 
wife; he committed adultery with her; 
he had Uriah murdered so he might 
have the woman for his wife; he stole 
her from her husband. David used his 
power as king to gratify his lust. It 
was an awful sin. 

Fellows, God has endowed us with 
certain powers to be used for.His glory; 
but if abused, they produce sin, fol- 
lowed by suffering and misery—possi- 
bly eternal death. A wealthy father 
gave his son an automobile for a gradu- 
ation present. It was a 130 horsepower 
car, built for service and pleasure. But 
the boy abused his gift. At 90 miles 
an hour he ran into a bridge abutment, 
wrecked the car, and lost his life. What 
a pity! 4 

David had good eyesight, and that’s 
a great blessing. Think of the many 
wonderful privileges one can enjoy: 
with good eyes. But David from his 
roof garden looked upon a woman 





328 (12) 


neighbor taking a bath, and that set 
lust on fire, paralyzed his moral sense, 
and caused a spiritual collapse. It is 
amazing how far down a good man can 
fall when he misuses his God-given 
powers! But David realized his sin, 
repented, and confessed it to God. Read 
his confession in the 5lst Psalm. It 
shows the way out for any fellow who 
has fallen under the impact of tempta- 
tion. and is sincerely sorry. David suf- 
fered the inevitable consequences of 
his sin, in the death of his baby, and 
later, when his own children broke the 
same Commandments. But God re- 
stored him to his spiritual status when 
he repented, confessed, and begged for’ 
giveness. 

So may it: be with you, fellows, if 
this warning is not too late; and if 
you have already abused God’s gift, 
David has shown you the way out, and 
you will be wise to adopt it. But how 
much better to use your car, observing 
the traffic laws; and your eyelids, not 
to wink, but to close them and shut 
out temptation—pictures and _ scenes 
that incite immorality. “Let no man 
say when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God: for God cannot be tempted 
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with evil, neither tempteth he any 
man: but every man is tempted, when 
he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed.. Then when lust hath con- 
ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, 
when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death” (Jas. 1: 13-15). 

“Keep thy heart with all diligence; 
for out of it are the issues of life” 
(Prov. 4:23). 


WEAVERVILLE, N..C. 
ye 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 138th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Still Right With Him.—He that hath 

my word, let him speak my word faith- 
fully (Jer: 23:28, Golden Text). A 
wealthy man applied for membership 
in a small country church near his es- 
tate. The church had gone down both 
in membership and finances, and two of 
the elders called on the minister and 
said, “Now, Mr. D—, as you know, this 
new member is a rich man and can be 
of much help to our church, so we want 
you to be careful not to say anything 
either in your sermons or in your pri- 
vate speech to offend him.” “Well, gen- 
tlemen,” answered the godly minister, 
“you may be sure I won’t try to offend 
the man. I greatly care for his soul, but 
my vows to my Master still stand, no 
matter who becomes a member of the 
church, and by His grace I will continue 
to preach His! Word faithfully.” But 
the minister did offend the rich man by 
the plain preaching of the Word, and he 
was asked to resign. On his last Sun- 
day one of the elders said to him, “See 
what your plain preaching has got you 
—in wrong everywhere.” “Oh, no,” re- 
plied the minister, “only in wrong with 
those who don’t want God’s Word; but, 
praise Him, I’m still right with Him.”— 
As told by a friend. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


No Aim, No Hit.——And the Lord sent 
Nathan unto David. And he came unto 
him, and said unto him, ... (2 Sam. 
12:1). The results that attend a good 
deal of preaching and teaching are ad- 
mittedly small in comparison with the 
exertions put forth by devoted servants 
of Christ. May it not be that in many 
cases the aim is defective? “What have 
you hit?” asked a boy of his companion, 
who had just fired a carefully loaded 
gun. “Oh,” was the reply, “I haven’t 
hit anything. You see I didn’t aim at 
anything in particular. But wasn’t it a 
big bang? And just look at the smoke!” 
After Peter’s convincing sermon on the 
day of Pentecost, the hearers were 
pricked in their heart and said, “Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?” He 
not only aimed, he hit—From the Chris- 
tian, London. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 


‘Blue Springs, Nebr. ; 


Medicine, Not Food, Needed Some- 
times.—And the Lord sent Nathan unto 


April 25, 1959 


David (2 Sam. 12:1). A minister, while 
preaching one Sunday, was interrupted 
by a_ disgruntled listener who could 
ndt stand the sermon, by the remark, 
“It’s not food!” “No,” said the min- 
ister, “it may not be food, but it’s medi- 
cine, and it’s medicine you need.” The 
preacher, if he be true to his duty, can- 
not always give “food.” Sometimes the 
medicine—and on occasion, perhaps, bit- 
ter medicine—is needful, and the one 
can be as justifiable as the -other— 
From the Christian Herald. . Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 'Eng,; 
and J. W. Philp; Demorest, Ga. 


A Congregation of One.—Nathan said 
to David, Thou art the man (2 Sam. 12: 
7). In the “Life of Edward Payson,” 
it is recorded that, on a stormy Sun- 
day, the famous preacher had but one 
hearer. Mr. Payson preached his ser- 
mon, however, as carefully and as ear- 
nestly as though the great building had 
been thronged with eager listeners. 
Some months afterward his solitary 
auditor called on him. “I was led to 
the Saviour through that service,” he 
said. “For, whenever you talked about 
sin and salvation, I glanced round to 
see to whom you referred; but, since 
there was no one there but me, I had 
no alternative but to lay every word to 
my own heart and conscience.” Nathan 
had a congregation of one when he un- 
folded his parable of the one ewe lamb, 
and, looking into the face of David, 
cried, “Thou art the man.” Neither 
Nathan nor Mr. Payson had any diffi- 
culty in bringing his congregation to 
its knees.—From “The Crystal Pointers,” 


by Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent by J. A. 


Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Too Near Where We Came In.—Where- 
fore hast thou despised the command- 
ment. of the Lord, to do evil in his 
sight? (2 Sam. 12:9.) One night a 
small boy fell out of bed. The next 
morning at breakfast he volunteered 
this explanation: “I know why I fell 
out of bed last night. I went to sleep 
too near where I got in.” A dangerous 
place for sleeping! Yet many of us 
have fallen out of our place in God’s 
plan for the same reason. We think 
that when we accept Christ we need 
to do nothing more about it. Or we 
believe we can follow Christ afar off 
—as long-distance disciples. Spiritual 
reserves come only as we keep in close 
touch with God—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Her Burden of Guilt-—The Lord also 
hath put away thy sin (2 Sam. 12:13). 
One of the most vivid recollections of 
my boyhood is a story I read of a ma- 
ture woman who had been haunted for 
years by the memory of a terrible thing 
she had done as a girl. One day her 
mother, who had been ill in bed for 
some time, had found it necessary to 
reprimand her daughter for some child- 
ish misconduct. Instead of accepting 
the rebuke, the little girl began to pout 
and even refused to speak to her 
mother for the remainder of the day. 
In fact, she was about to go upstairs: to 
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her room that evening without saying 
good night when she heard her mother’s 
yoice calling, “Would you please bring 
me a drink of water, dear?” For a 
moment the girl reflected, but then, 
suddenly, the old anger welled up with- 
in her and, without a word, she turned 
about, closed the door, went upétairs 
to her room and fell asleep. When 
morning came the anger somehow had 
left her and she realized how unkind 
and cruel she had been. After dressing 
hastily she fairly flew down the stairs 
to tell her mother how sorry she was 
for her unloving attitude the previous 
day. Softly she tapped on the door as 
was her custom to see if her mother 
was awake. But the usual “Come in, 
dear” was not forthcoming. The little 
girl pushed open the door and rushed 
to her mother’s bedside. But instead of 
the accustomed warm and friendly smile 
her mother’s features were wrapped 
in the cold and icy stare of death. 
Now, the full impact of her unkindness 
struck the girl as she sobbed over and 
over again, “I didn’t want to hurt you, 
Mommie. I love you. I love you. 
Please, forgive me for being so mean.” 
But, the loving lips were never to 
speak the words of pardon the little 
girl so eagerly sought. And so, even 
to her middle age the memory of that 
incident haunted her and brought her 
frequent pangs of conscience. Now, 
the tragedy of this incident lies not 
only in the fact that the little girl had 
been so unkind to her mother, although 
that part of the story does put a tug 
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on the heartstrings. But, the fact that 
through the years this woman had car- 
ried an unnecessary burden points up 
the cruel torture of body and soul that 
millions of men and women are endur- 
ing even now simply because they do 
not know—or do not believe—that the 
guilt of every single sin can be re- 
moved at the foot of our Saviour’s cross. 
—From a radio address by the Rev. 
Elmer J. Knoernschild, on The Lutheran 
Hour. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. : 


When We Repent.—And Nathan said 
unto David, ... The Lord hath put away 
thy sin; thou shalt not die (2 Sam. 12: 
13). Satan is a nagger. God is a con- 
victer. If we listen to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit and repent, God forgives, 
and that’s.the end. He forgives and 
we forget—From Gospel Gleaners. 
Sent by the late Rev. Guru Manickam, 
Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow s, 


Nathan Speaks for God 

(2 Sam. 7:1-6, 12-14a) 
ARD times come to everyone! Tell 
about David’s. Did you find a 
prayer verse in his songs to help you? 
After hard times often come good times. 

Was that true with David? 

Perhaps the very happiest day of 
David’s life came one morning when 


._ But even he sinned! 
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God’s prophet, Nathan, came to call. 
The day before, King David and Na- 
than had been talking together, when 
David said (quote from 2 Sam. 7:2). 
What do you — David was think- 


ing of doing? Yes, of making a fine 
house (a palace or temple) for God. 
Nathan was sure God would approve 
of that, and he said (quote from v. 3). 
But God did not! That night God 
spoke to Nathan. No, David was not 
to build-a cedar house for the Lord, 
but David’s son would do that. God’s 
message was just full of good promises 
for David! (1) Israel would have a 
country of their own forever, and their 
enemies would not bother them any 
more. (2) David’s son would be king 
after him, and he should build the 
Lord’s house. (3) David’s family.would 
never lose the kingdom,-but have a 
king forever. When Nathan told all 
this to King David next morning, how 
thrilled David must have been! Es- 
pecially that last promise! His family 
line to hold the throne forever! There 
was one warning: If his son did wrong, 
God would punish him by what people 
did to him, but he would not lose the 
kingdom as Saul did. 

‘What thanks were in David’s heart 
for all God’s goodness to him, his fam- 
ily, and his country! “Thou art great, 
O Lord God: for there is none like 
thee” (2 Sam. 17:22, Memory Verse). 

David was a great and good king. 
He saw a beauti- 
ful woman; and though he had many 
wives as kings did in those days, he 
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AND NOW ISRAEL!!! 
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wanted her fcr his wife, too. Her hus- 
band was away in the army. fighting. 
David ordered her to be brought to the 
palace. He ordered her husband to be 
put in the battle line where he would 
be sure to be killed by the enemy. 


Again one morning the Prophet Na- 
than appeared with a message from 
God. First, there was a story about a 
wealthy man with flocks of sheep who 
took his neighbor’s one pet sheep and 
cooked it for company dinner. In- 
stantly David was angry. “That man 
ought to die! Make him give four 
sheep back for that one!” Then Nathan 
said, “You’re the man!” And as Na- 
than gave a message straight from God, 
David saw his awful sins: adultery, 
taking someone else’s wife; murder, 
having the husband killed on purpose 
by the enemy! “I have sinned against 
the Lord!” David confessed. God for- 
gave him. But there was much pun- 
ishment. Their first baby died. 


Did the Lord keep His promises to 
David? List on the blackboard: (1) 
country, (2) son, (3) kingdom. Did 
the people of Israel stay in their coun- 
try? No, they sinned, and God let 
their enemies conquer them and take 
the land. Do you know what is hap- 
pening now? Just ten years ago there 
began to be a country of Israel again! 


Did David’s .son become king? Yes. 
More about that next time. Did 
David’s family keep the kingdom? 


They lost it! For 2500 years they have 
had no king or kingdom. So God did 
not keep that promise? A baby was 
born in King David’s family. An angel 
promised His mother—(Luke 1:32, 33). 
What was His name? (Last word of 
v. 31.) But-He was killed when He 
was about thirty-three years old, and 
He never got to sit on a throne! Yet 
He said He was King of the Jews (Is- 
rael). He will come back to be King— 
maybe in our day!—over Israel and 
over the world. 


This week read Psalms 32; 51; 100; 
103; 124; 139; 145. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR memory verse for today is No. 

4 on the card “Sin”: “He that cov- 
ereth his sins shall not prosper: but 
whéso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy” (Prov. 28:13). 

Today’s lesson is about King David 
and the Prophet Nathan. When the 
ark was brought back to Jerusalem, 
David had it placed in the Tabernacle. 
Read what he said about this in 2 Sam- 
uel 7:1, 2. David was not happy to live 


.in a palace while the Lord’s dwelling 


place was only of curtains. While the 
Israelites were marching to Canaan, 
the Tabernacle had to be movable, but 
now that they were settled in the land, 
it should have a. permanent building. 
Here is another thing that made David 
a man after God’s.own heart: He was 
not planning to build a more magnifi- 
eent palace for himself, but a house for 
the Lord. 

Read 2 Samuel 7:3 to see what the 
Prophet Nathan thought of David’s plan 
to build the Lord’s House. But that 
night the Lord. told Nathan that it was 
not His will for David to build it, but 
for his son Solomon to do this. How- 
ever, God sent David a happy message 
by Nathan. Read it in 2 Samuel 3:16. 
This meant that-one of David’s de- 
scendants would always be the rightful 
king of Israel. David’s descendants did 
reign over the kingdom of Judah till 
the nation was- carried into captivity. 
Still God’s promise stood. Mary the 
mother of Jesus was a descendant of 
David, so in Matthew 1:1 Christ is called 
“Son of David,” and He will reign for- 
ever and ever. 

In 2 Samuel 12 Nathan had a sad 
message for David. Although David 
truly loved the Lord, and tried to please 
Him dll his life, he once did something 
very wrong. He caused one of his 
faithful soldiers to be put forward in 
battle so as to be killed, that David 
might marry the widow. Read the last 
verse of 2 Samuel 11. What solemn 
words: “But the thing that David had 


sent Nathan with a message to David, 
We will read it from 2 Samuel 12:1-7, 
Through this parable Nathan brought 
home to David something of his sin, 
Now read verses 9 and 10. David de- 
served these stern words, but if he had 
beem an ungodly king, he would have 
been very angry with Nathan and most 
likely would have had him killed. 

Read what David said in verse 12, 
Instead of being angry at,God’s prophet, 
he was overwhelmed with the sense of 
his own sin, as we learn from Psalm 5], 
Nathan assured David of God’s forgive- 
ness, but told him that God would 
chasten him. Verses 13 and 14 tell 
how. From that time on David had 
sorrow in his family. His baby died, 
and three of his older sons were killed. 
But David never. complained of God’s 


‘dealings with him; he went on com- 


posing Psalms of prayer and praise all 
the rest of his life so that he is called 
in Scripture “the sweet psalmist of Is- 
rael.” 

A man held up a piece of white paper 
with one blot upon it and asked an 
audience what they saw. Everyone saw 
the blot, but only one person saw the 
white paper. Let us not make that 
mistake as we remember David. His 
great sin was a terrible blot on his life, 
but he had many noble qualities and 
did many: commendable things. Few 
of the Lord’s servants had as many 
abilities as he, and he used them all 
freely and gladly in the service of the 
Lord he loved. 





This quarter we are using the Scripture 
Catechism Card ‘‘Sin,” 20c a dozen, and Emmy 
Lou Murphy’s silhouettes, ‘‘Kings of Israel and 
Judah,” 75c¢ set of 16, companion set to her 
“Landmarks of Genesis and Exodus,’’ also 75¢ 
a set. May be obtained from V, D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


F I speak about my house, you know 

immediately that I am _ speaking 
about the home in which I live. And 
that is right. But did you know that 
sometimes -the word house can mean 
other things? It can. Sit up straight 
and listen as hard as you.can. For I 
want to tell you about three different 
meanings for the one word house. 

King David, the obedient, had served 
God well. He had routed the enemy 
(Jebusites) out of the city of Jerusalem. 
Then he made that city the capital of 
the people of God. That was good. 
Next he saw to it that the most im- 


portant piece of furniture (the ark of’ 


the covenant) used in the worship of 
God was brought to Jerusalem. That 
was good. That enabled the people of 
God to worship God regularly and rev- 
erently. And another thing David 
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done displeased the Lord.” Then God 


did: he defeated the enemies of God. 


that had caused great trouble for the 
people of God. And that was good. 
Having done so many good things, 
David had time to sit down and think. 
Why should not God have a beautiful 
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house? Before making any decision, 
David wisely went to a man of God— 
the Prophet Nathan—and asked for his 
advice. 

At first Nathan told David to go 
ahead and do what he had in his mind 
to do, for “the Lord is with thee.” Na- 
than had apparently not talked this 
over with God. He knew that David 
was a man who honored God. He knew 
that God had honored David. Nathan 
knew that for David to build God’s 
house would mean great sacrifice for 
David. It would be hard work. He 
reasoned that since David had been 
blessed of God in everything he had 
done, certainly God would bless him 
in this, too. 

But that night God spoke to Nathan. 
“You tell David,” He said, “that ever 
since I brought my people up out of the 
land of Egypt, My house has been a 
tent. I have never asked anyone to 
build me a beautiful house. Remind 
David that the reason I took him away 
from caring for sheep was because I 
wanted him to be ruler over My peo- 
ple. Tell him that I have been with 
him wherever he has gone. I have de- 
feated his enemies.: I have made his 
name great. No, David is not to build 
a house for Me. But I will build a 
house for David.” 

Imagine that! David had wanted to 
build a worship-house for God. Instead, 
God was going to build a house for 
him. But why should God build a 
house for David? He already had a 
lovely one. God was talking about an 
entirely different kind of house. He 
was not talking of a home-house. He 
was not talking of a cathedral-worship- 
house. What kind of house was God 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 326) 


1. God had never commanded its 
construction and had hitherto met Is- 
Tael in the Tabernacle (cf. 2 Sam. 7:6, 
7). 

2. He would build the Temple; the 
Lord might chasten him for iniquity, 
but He would not abandon him (cf. 2 
Sam. 7: 13-15). 

3..The Messiah, David’s divine Son 
(cf. Luke 1:31-33). 

4. Of adultery and murder. 

5. He was so desperately loyal to 
David and fought with the valiant in 
battle (cf. 2 Sam. 11:11, 16). 

6. He was furious (cf. 2 Sam. 12:5); 
for ‘in spite of his'own sins he still had 
tenderness in his heart. 

7. The “sword” never departed from 
his house (cf. 2 Sam. 12:10), and the 
hew-born infant died. F 

8. Because the chances of God’s re- 
Storing the child were gone, and no 
additional weeping could bring him 
back to life (cf. 2 Sam. 12:22, 23). 

9. David and Bathsheba (cf. 2 Sam. 
12: 24). 

10. David was his father 
3:2, 4; 1 Kings 1:9). 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 


(cf. 2 Sam. 
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speaking about? -In case David was 
wondering—in case you are wonder- 
ing—God explained carefully exactly 
what He meant (2 Sam. 7: 12-16). 

God promised David that: (1) His 
family would continue to be the royal 
family, the rulers of the people of God. 
(2) \His family would have authority 
forever. (3) His son would build God’s 
house. (4) David’s kingdom would 
never be defeated. When Prophet Na- 
than brought this message from God 
to King David, David knew at once that 
these were promises that God would 
keep. Surely he must have realized 
that some day God would send His 
Son into the world—the Son who was 
of David’s family. And David realized 
that when God had said He would build 
“a house” for David, He was speaking 
really of David’s family. 

At.once David sat down and talked 
with God. - He worshiped God. He 
prayed for his family-house. He 
thanked God for all of the wonders of 
the past and all of the wonders of the 
future. David was a man after God’s 
own heart! 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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2. God Uses a Mother’s Faith 
(2 Tim. 1:1-5) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OLLOWING the emphasis on Chris- 
tian Family Week begun with last 
week’s topic, “As for Me and My 
House,” this second topic directs our 
thoughts to the part that mothers have 
in building and maintaining Christian 
homes. 
$e 
We saw last week that, in God’s plan 
for the Christian family, the father is 
the head of the household. This does 
not mean, however,’ that the mother 
has no part in teaching and training 
and disciplining the children in the 
family. Hers is a very important con- 
tribution to the bringing up of the fam- 
ily under the headship of her husband. 
Notice that in the New Testament pas- 
sages we examined last week (Eph. 6: 
1-3; Col.’ 3:20) that children are ad- 
monished to obey their parents, not 
merely their fathers, knowing, that 
mothers have a real place in the man- 
agement of the family. In most homes 
the mother of necessity spends more 
time with the children, especially in 
their early years, and thus she has a 
wonderful opportunity to train and dis- 
cipline and counsel her children. 
bd 
Then, in the natural scheme of things, 
while it may not be said that a mother 
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loves her children more than does the 
father, it is nonetheless true that a 
mother, who has gone down to the very 
gates of death for her children, will 
have a greater patience and under- 
standing than will the father, whose 
love, while not of lesser degree, is 
likely to be more objective.’ God has 
planned it so that mother love should 
be more self-effacing and more enfold- 
ing. 
' ie ' 

And if this be true of natural mother 
love, how much more the Christian 
mother stands in‘a place of special priv- 
ilege and opportunity in ministering to 
the spiritual development of her chil- 
dren. Her own Christian walk, apart 
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from her teaching and discipline, has 
an immeasurable influence upon her 
children. A young man, who had re- 
sisted for some time all efforts to win 
him for Christ, finally came forward 
one night in a series of meetings and 
was soundly converted. When asked 
what had brought him to his decision 
to accept Christ, he said, “I could no 
longer stand the print of my mother’s 
elbows.” His mother was in the habit 
of kneeling frequently by her bed to 
pray for her son. He had heard her 
pleading to God for his salvation. Even 
when he did not actually see her in 
prayer, as he passed her room he saw 
the print of her elbows on the bed, and 
he knew that his mother had been 
praying for him. God used this to bring 
about his surrender to and his accept- 
ance of Christ. 
é 

If you have a praying mother, thank 
God for the prayers that have been 
instrumental in saving you and helping 
you in times of testing and temptation, 
and have brought into your life count- 
less blessings that perhaps you have 
taken for granted. 

, 4 

The Bible is full of examples of God- 
fearing mothers who have led their 
children to know God and taught them 
to walk in His paths: 

Moses’ mother by faith arranged to 
have herself chosen as a nurse for her 
son, and thus prevented the choice of 
an Egyptian woman for this service. 
She not only saved the life of her babe 
but she thus saw to it that her son was 
brought up in a knowledge of the true 
God (Exod. 2:1-10) and not in the 
heathen religion of the Egyptians. 


od 


Hannah prayed for a son for years 
(1 Sam. 1:6-28). When the Lord 
granted her request and gave her a 
son, she brought him, when he was of 
age, to the high priest to be dedicated 
to God, as she had vowed, and to be 
reared in the Temple. Here God spoke 
to Samuel in his youth and directed 
him and used him all his days. 


You will want to read again the 
prayers of faith of both Elisabeth (Luke 
1:39-45) and Mary, the mother of our 
Lord (vv. 45-55), showing how they 
yielded themselves to God so that John 
the Baptist and the Lord Jesus might 
be born and reared by God-fearing 


and believing parents. 
sé 
Timothy, of whom the Scripture 


verses for this week’s topic speak, owed 
no small part of “the gift of God” that 
was in him (2 Tim. 1:6 and 1 Tim. 4:14) 
to the faith of his grandmother Lois 
and his mother Eunice. 
bf 

Can you estimate the value of the in- 
fluence of your Christian mother in 
your early formative years? One of 
this writer’s earliest memories is that 
of the singing of his mother of many 
of the old hymns and Gospel songs of 
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the church, as she went about her 
housework day by day. He learned the 
words of many of these hymns long 
before he knew their meanings. If you 
have memories of the Christian in- 
fluence of your mother, let her know on 
this day, and on many other days, of 
your gratitude for her love and de- 
votion that not only ministered to your 
physical well-being, but also to your 
spiritual development and Christian 
faith. 
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Daily Bible ne a on the International 
Lessons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


May 4 to 10 


‘ Mon., May 4.—2 Sam. 12:1-7a. 


Nathan Reproves David. 


PRAYER SuGcesTions: “Thou art the 
man.” Sinning saints need to be re- 
buked. But, only spiritual people have 
the right to do the rebuking. This un- 
pleasant task must be done according 
to the Scriptures. Nathan’s rebuke of 
David was divinely directed, guided, 
and therefore, spiritually effective. 
God’s guidance in reproof shows itself 
in love in the gentle application of 
Bible truth to erring people. One must 
have a passion for the complete resto- 
ration of the sinning one. Nathan was 
fhus guided of God and used by Him 
in the recovery of sinning King David. 
Pray that God will use you to help re- 
store erring Christians. 


Tues., May 5.—2 Sam. 12:15-23. 
David Mourns a Child. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The child died.” 
The emotions of penitent King David 
were deep. He hoped that God would 
extend mercies to that child. He may 
have thus hoped to mitigate the evil 
he had done -by his sinning. He 
thought, too, of the painful grief caused 
Bathsheba. God’ noticed his sorrows 
and recorded it in His Word for all of 
us to read. That season of mourning, 
however, was not the last of sorrows 
that followed his sin. Note Nathan’s 
prediction (see vv. 9-13). Read his 
prayer of penitence (Psa. 51). Pray 
the Lord to keep you from presump- 
tuous sins. * 


Wed., May 6.—Psa. 51:1-10. 
A Prayer for Forgiveness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Have mercy 
upon me, O God, according to thy lov- 
ingkindness: according unto the mul- 
titude of thy tender’ mercies blot out 
my transgressions.” Confess your sins 
to. God and make a clean breast of 
them. Go over the whole sad mis- 
chief wrought; spare not yourself in 
your repentance. A “broken and a con- 
trite heart” God will not despise. Put 
your whole soul into the petitions of- 
fered in this Psalm. Let your confes- 





sion appropriate verses 7-13 in this 
Psalm, It is a dreadful sin for a Chris- 
tian to go against divine light and 
knowledge. Pray that many people in 
your churches may experience the con- 


_victing work of the Spirit of God, 


Thurs., May 7.—1 Kings 1:5-10. 
An Undisciplined Son, 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Adonijah the 
son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, 
I will be king.” Preachers’ sons gen- 
erally do worthily, but occasionally one 
turns out to be infamous. Kings and 
ministers are often occupied with great 
concerns and are™> forgetful of home 
duties.. The Biblical directions for 
piety and Christian education at home 
if neglected could prove very costly. 
Be not too busy in external duties: to 
the neglect of God-directed home du- 
ties. Pray that you may keep first, of 

all your duties, the will of God. 


Fri., May 8.—1 Kings 1:11-21. - 
Nathan Counsels Bathsheba. 
" PRAYER Succestions: “Nathan spake 
unto Bathsheba the mother of Solo- 
mon, saying, Hast thou not heard that 
Adonijah the son of Haggith doth reign, 
and David our lord knoweth it not?” 
Nathan seems to appear on the scene 
in a most providential moment. His 
reproof of David and this counsel to 
the queen mother, Bathsheba, are cases 
in point. Dearly beloved, have your life 
so perfectly entwined with that of 
Christ that particular divine provi- 
dences will be your constant experi- 
ence. Wesley’s dying words sum -up 
this blessed experience: “Best of all 
God is with us.” Pray that your. life 
may be fully in the will of God so that 
He can make everything you say and 
do to prosper (Psa. 1:3). 


Sat., May 9.—1 Kings 1:22-31. 
David Foils a Plot. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Bathsheba .. . 
Svlomon thy son shall reign after me, 
and he shall sit upon my throne in my 
stead; even so will I certainly do- this 
day.” God, who watches over His serv- 
ants in their periods of trial and temp- 
tation, will not allow their enemies to 
triumph over them. Remember that 
sweet promise in Psalm 121:7? “The 
Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: 
he shall preserve thy soul.” God’s eyes 
are over the righteous (1 Pet. 1:12). 
Pray to live so near to the Lord that 
you may always have His ready help 
in times of trouble. 


Sun., May 10.—Prov. 31:10-31. 
A Homemaker Praised. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “A woman that 
feareth the Lord, -she shall be praised. 
Give her of the fruit of her hands; and 
let her own works praise her in the 
gates.” Godly women are not only 
crowns to husbands but they are the 
hope of incalculable benefits to human 
society. Righteous women of the Bible 
and of history will wear bright crowns. 
Some of us have reason to bless God 
that we were not only brought into this 
world by a devout mother but also 
led to the Saviour. Pray for a great 


spiritual awakening among mothers im 


our churches. 
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